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Location of the Project: Thailand, Nong Chang 
 

Winter 2023 

 

 
 

 
We, a group of four university students from Switzerland, Lichtenstein and Austria from St. Gallen University, 
recently completed a three-week English teaching program at Wat Thung Luang school in Thailand organized 

through PIECES, a student organization, and the Jan & Oscar Foundation. 

 

Moritz Felber – moritz.felber@student.unisg.ch 

Sven Röthlisberger – sven.roethlisberger@student.unisg.ch 

Fiona Keller – fiona.keller@student.unisg.ch 

Livia Burkard – liviaeva.burkard@unisg.ch 
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1 SCHOOL 

The school we were assigned to is called Wat Thung Luang School. The school is 

located about a twenty minute drive from Theow‘s house, passing the village as well 

as many rice fields. The school accommodates about 80 students as well as a team of 

15 teachers and the director. Generally, the buildings and the material are in good 

shape and contain all the necessities for teaching and learning. To illustrate, every 

room includes a screen and a computer. Yet, it is not guaranteed that the internet 

connection constantly functions. Thus, in some instances, we had to improvise and 

switch to the whiteboards. Furthermore, fans are installed in every room which is 

extremely useful since temperatures can get very hot. Moreover, the windows and 

doors are always opened. On the one hand, this increases the draught and therewith 

makes the heat more endurable. On the other hand, due to open doors and windows, 

the noise from other students in the corridor can be slightly disturbing. After teaching, 

we ate lunch at the cafeteria, a semi-indoor and outdoor area next to the classrooms. 

Delicious and diverse food was provided for us by Theow and the other teachers 

everyday. Moreover, the school has a very large field/lawn and a volleyball field, where 

we played with the students during the lunch break or every day after school for about 

an hour. 

  

School starts around 8.30 and ends at 15.00. This means that we taught three lessons 

in the morning, and depending on the day, one to two lessons in the afternoon. We 

decided to split up in groups of two to make teaching more efficient. Hence, during the 

first week, Moritz and Livia taught all children in primary school, while Fiona and Sven 
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taught the high school students. In the following two weeks, we switched this order, 

meaning Moritz and Livia taught high school and Fiona and Sven taught primary 

school. Especially the lessons with the primary school pupils were frequently observed 

by the local teachers. They did not intervene in the lesson, however they stayed in the 

background while working on their desks. Since the beginning, teaching felt very 

natural, and the lessons went more or less according to plan. Concerning the younger 

children, we mostly used playful activities aiming at enhancing their vocabulary. 

Furthermore, they learned how to introduce themselves and answer questions about 

their name, age, family, and interests. Especially concerning the young pupils, we 

quickly noticed the importance of repetition. Thus, we took about fifteen to twenty 

minutes every lesson to repeat what we have taught during the previous days before 

introducing new topics. Concerning the high school students, we applied a mixture of 

formal teaching in combination with games. Usually, the first few minutes of the lesson 

were used to repeat the previous topics. Thereafter, new inputs concerning vocabulary 

or grammar followed. In the last part of the lesson, playing games about the new topics 

helped to internalize the information. 

 

Generally, the students made teaching extremely easy. Most of them were very eager 

to participate during the lesson and to learn English. Moreover, the pupils are highly 

respectful and polite. Hence, we seldomly had issues with inattentive or noisy behavior. 

If there were messy or loud moments, the local teachers who were in the same room 

slightly admonished the specific students and reminded them to stay quiet and pay 

attention. On the one hand, each class consisted of some especially attentive and 

smart students, which grasped the new inputs very quickly. Consequently, they either 

seemed a little bored of the repetition sessions or they answered every question, even 
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though another student was meant to provide the answer. On the other hand, there 

were two to three students in most classes, which did barely understand anything. 

They had troubles concerning reading, speaking, and writing in the English language. 

Yet, they received support from other students as well as from the local teachers. While 

this combination of different English levels of students slightly challenged us, we 

nevertheless managed to create dynamic lessons. To exemplify, we asked the very 

attentive and absorbing students challenging questions about the newly introduced 

topics. Yet, we tried to formulate rather simple and repetitive questions to the students 

who seemed to be more challenged.  

Concerning the last day of teaching, the school director proposed to organize an 

„English Camp“. Concretely, this meant that the whole last day should be dedicated to 

learning English and thereafter having a farewell ceremony with the whole school. 

Hence, we split up the classes in different groups and spent the whole day engaging 

in mostly playful activities with the whole school. All students of all ages very much 

enjoyed this day and seemed happy to participate to the games and activities. After 

every group completed three different modules (every module was adapted to the level 

of the various groups), the farewell ceremony took place. Briefly, the ceremony 

consisted of receiving small gifts and hand-written cards by the students and a gift by 

the director, taking a picture with every single class, as well as holding a short speech 

in front of the students and teachers.  
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2 TRAVELS 

Bangkok 

Three of us decided to stay a few days in Bangkok before getting picked up by Theow. 

Even though we only stayed in Bangkok for three days, we did a lot of sightseeing. 

Royal palaces and temples as well as museums constitute its major historical and 

cultural tourist attractions. Shopping and dining experiences offer a range of choices 

and prices. The city is also famous for its nightlife. Many of the most famous temples 

in Bangkok are located near the Grand Palace. 

Our recommendations for Bangkok: 

1. Visit Siam Square 

2. Visit Chinatown 

3. Visit Wat Pho/Wat Arun 

 

Ayutthaya 

Luckily, we had the chance to travel a little bit 

around in Thailand on the weekends. On the 

first weekend, we went to Ayutthaya, which is 

around two hours away from Nongchang by 

bus. Ayutthaya was Thailand’s capital until the 

18th century and the city of Ayutthaya is a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site for the site’s 

architecture, art and urban development. In 

Ayutthaya we primarily visited ancient temples 

such as Wat Chaiwatthanaram, Wat Phra Si 

Sanphey etc. A two-day visit to Ayutthaya is 

ideal as the city is not very big and many sights 

can be reached on foot. 

Theow organized the bus tickets for us to get to Ayutthaya, which cost about 15 CHF 

per person. On the way back, we decided to take a Grab (similar to Uber), which was 

even cheaper than the bus. 
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Chiang Mai 

The second weekend we had a long weekend because we did not have to teach for 

three days due to a school conference and a sports day. Therefore, we made a trip to 

Chiang Mai, which is located in the north of Thailand and about seven hours by bus 

from Nongchang. Theow was so nice and organized the bus tickets for us.  

Chiang Mai is the second largest city in Thailand after Bangkok. With this in mind, it is 

surprising how comfortable Chiang Mai is in comparison to Bangkok. In some corners 

of Chiang Mai you almost feel like you have landed in a small rural town. The Old Town 

of Chiang Mai is located within a large square.  

Our recommendations for Chiang Mai:  

1. Restaurants & Cafes: Airniversary Camp & Café, Nice Kitchen 

2. Trekking tour with Piroon (Chiang Mai Trekking with Piroon): We booked a one-

day group trekking tour with Piroon. We were a group of 9 and first went to the 

mountains of Chiang Mai where we first fed some elephants followed by a 6 km 

hike through the jungle. After the hike, we reached a small village where we had 

lunch and took a bamboo raft back. The trekking tour was an absolute highlight 

for all of us. 

3. Wat Phra Doi Suthep 

4. Baan Kang Wat Artist Village: There is a cute “art village” that is not far from the 

city center. With small cafes, tree-shaded paths, art studios and shops selling 

handcrafted items, this is a sweet spot to spend part of a relaxed afternoon.   
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3 HOUSING – living with Theow 

The house we stayed in was located on the outskirts of Nong Chang, a small town with 

supermarkets, various schools and several markets, and was surrounded by rice fields 

and a few houses from the neighbors, which provided a peaceful atmosphere. It was 

about 5 minutes walking distance to get to a pretty large street, where there was also 

a little store on the corner which sold basic necessities. The living room and bathroom 

were spacious and comfortable, and the house had everything we needed, including 

Wi-Fi and a shower. The Wifi worked pretty well and there was also an AC in one of 

the rooms. Due to the temperature and humidity we decided to all sleep in the same 

room with the AC. The pictures should give you an impression of what our 

accommodation looked like.  

 

 

 

We always ate breakfast outside on the porch and were rarely inside except for 

sleeping or when it got really hot. For dinner we often went to restaurants or markets 

with Theow and Mam, the other English teacher who always drove us around in her 

car. The food was very good but often included meat and Theow made sure that we 

were always full. We had lots of fun with Theow and Mam and the took us to many 

different places. 
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However, there were a few challenges when it came to communication over the phone 

with Theow. Despite her warmth and kindness, communication over the phone was 

not always the easiest. The language barrier was sometimes a struggle, and there 

were times when we had difficulty conveying our needs and concerns to her especially 

during the times we traveled. 

         

Despite these challenges, Theow always did her best to accommodate our needs and 

made us feel comfortable in her home. She would often check in with us to ensure that 

we had everything we needed and was always happy to help us with travel plans. 

Living with Theow was a unique and memorable experience that allowed us to immerse 

ourselves in Thai culture. We appreciated her hospitality and the opportunity to learn 

from her, and we will always be grateful for the time we spent living with her. Her 

kindness and generosity will be remembered, and we are grateful for the opportunity 

to have lived with her. 
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4 GENERAL INFORMATION 

Although we were instructed to wear at least knee-length clothing, shorts were 

permitted for school as long as they were not excessively short, and shoulders should 

be covered at all times. For comfortable footwear during the warm weather, we suggest 

Birkenstock or other lightweight shoes. We did not wear Flip Flops as it may look too 

informal.  

We all took our laptops and iPads with us in order to prepare the lessons online. We 

recommend purchasing a sim card right after arriving at the airport. There are plenty 

of stores and you can buy a data only sim card for one month. As far as we can tell, 

we had a good experience with the brand called TrueMove. Additionally, you will have 

Wi-Fi at home. The speed of the sim card as well as the Wi-Fi is not incredibly fast but 

works sufficient most of the times.  

Since Theow does not use WhatsApp, you will have to write with her on “Line” which 

is available in the Appstore or Google Play Store. Also, we recommend using “Grab” 

for transportations within cities. It works like Uber and is typically cheaper than taxis.  

Moreover, as you may know, you should not speak about the King in public.   


